
  

 

IN TOWN NEWS   

Calendar 

 May 25 Sweatt Beach Opens      

 May 27 Memorial Day Holiday                       

 Jun 1 Arts on the Common 

 Jun 2 Concerts on the Common  

 Jun 3 Town Meeting 

 Jun 7 Staff Training - Town Hall     

   Closes at 10 a.m. 

 Jun 8 Bushwacker 5K 

 Jul 4 Holiday 
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                Veterans' News 

Veteran's Agent Mike Hennessy would like  
to thank Officer Steve Eaton, Officer Eric 
Pelligrini, Fire Captain John Donovan and 
Dispatcher Sean McRae for going above 
and beyond.  A widow came to the Veter-
an's Agent Office with a rather unique     
request. Her husband, a WWII Veteran, 
passed away over the winter. Due to short 
notice, an inexperienced honor guard was 
assembled and didn't properly fold his flag. 
Friends of the widow purchased a case and 
the flag wouldn't fit due to the improper fold. 
I contacted public safety dispatcher Sean 
McRae to see if he could assemble some 
staff to help fold the flag properly. Captain 
Dovovan was the first member of command 
staff to volunteer but was called away for an 
emergency. Dispatcher McRae had Officers 
Steve Eaton and Eric Pelligrini meet Mike 
Hennessy and the widow in the public safe-
ty conference room. The officers then     
proceeded to fold the flag to proper stand-
ard. Officer Eaton gave the widow the flag 
and the   customary salute which is a true 
honor.   The widow was beyond grateful.   

The newly Digitized Billboard on Route 
One at Madison Street replaces the old 
static sign.   The Town of Wrentham will 
display 10 hours per month for public 
service announcements. 

 Officer Steve Eaton 

 Officer Eric Pellegrini 

 

Cleaning of Veteran Grave 
Markers by Troop 131 

 
On May 9th, Boy Scout Troop 131 gathered 
at the Wrentham Center Cemetery to clean 
Veteran grave markers in honor of Memorial 
Day. Organized by Lead Scout Ryan McGill 
and Mike Hennessy, Wrentham Veteran’s 
Agent, they were assisted by Fire 
Department Deputy Chief Bob Maduskuie, 
Firefighters Paul Connolly and Matt Levine, 
Ray Rose from DPW, and Scout Mom, 
Priscilla McGill.  The boys were very 

enthusiastic and worked hard, some stating how sad it was that some veterans died young or amazed at how 
long they lived.  They were interested in which war they served and their rank.   Most of all, they were very 
insistent in making sure that the markers were clean.  If overgrown with earth and grass, they worked until 
every corner was clean and the entire stone could be seen.  The Scouts are an amazing group that are 
always willing to pitch in for community service.  Troop 131 will be standing tall and proud marching in the 
Memorial Day Parade.   
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CONCERTS ON THE COMMON 

2019 CONCERT SERIES  

SUNDAY EVENINGS STARTING AT 6PM 

Sponsored by the Sweatt Fund 

 
     6/02  KING PHILIP BAND     7/21  THROWBACK TO THE 60’S 
     6/09  DAYBREAKERS BAND       7/28  TOM ABBOTT 
     6/16  BC & COMPANY     8/04  AYLA BROWN 
     6/23  OCTOBER ROAD     8/11  NEW CITY COWBOYS 
     6/30  THE DAY TRIPPERS    8/18  GLAMORAMA 
     7/07  MIKE CASANO BIG BAND   8/25  ELASTIC FIVE 
     7/14  WESTWOOD SWING BAND 
 

Recreation

2019 Dog Licenses -- The Clerk’s office has licensed over 2000 dogs since January 1
st
. 

Annual Town Election --A successful Annual Town Election was held on Monday, April 1, 2019. At the time of 
this Annual Town Election, there were a total of 8,451 registered voters in Wrentham with 323 coming out to 
vote (3.6%). The ballot consisted of 1 member for the Board of Assessors, 1 member for the Board of Health,  
2 members for the Board of Selectmen, 3 Constables, 2 members for the Fiske Library Trustees, 1 Moderator,  
2 members for the Planning Board, 1 Town Clerk, 2 members for the Wrentham Housing Authority, and 1 
member of the Wrentham Elementary School Committee. The Clerk’s office would like give special thanks to 
the Department of Public Works, the Elementary School custodians and the Wrentham Police Department 
who helped with the setup and take down of the equipment. In addition, the Town Clerk would like to thank all 
the staff members who worked at this election to make the day run smoothly. 
 
2019 Street Listings--The 2019 Annual Street Listing Books are available for purchase in the Town Clerk’s 
office - $10 each for residents. 
 
2019 Confirmation Mailings --The Clerk's office will be mailing 2019 Confirmation Mailings to all households 
which did not return their 2019 Census form. Non-respondents to these Confirmation Mailings will be marked 
as such and eligible for inactivation.  

 

Clerk’s Corner 

Fire Department 

Chief Antonio Marino is pleased to 

introduce three new Firefighter/

Paramedics:   Mathew Levine, Jeremy 

Prairie, and Devan Cornetta. They join 

Wrentham from the private EMS sector. 

All three will attend the Massachusetts 

Firefighter Academy Recruit Training 

Program.  Firefighter Cornetta has a 

Master's Degree and both Levine and 

Prairie have their Bachelors of Science 

degrees.  We wish them luck with a 

long, fulfilling career! From left: Firefighters Matt Levine, Jeremy Prairie, and Devan Cornetta 
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Assessors

We are proud to announce that Robert Scotton has joined our team.  

Robert is a Wrentham resident and veteran of the U. S. Coast Guard. He 

is currently completing Building Permit inspections, and will take the 

Department of Revenue Course 101 in the near future.   

The Chairman of the Board of Assessors, Joan Dooley, has retired after 

26 years of dedicated service.  She will be missed. 

We are also excited that  Irene Levesque, a former elected Assessor, has 

been appointed as a member of the Board of Assessors. Irene is currently 

a Real Estate Agent in town and will bring lots of experience to all of us. 

Real Estate Research Consultants, Inc. (RRC) will begin inspecting our 

Personal Property accounts early this summer 2019. They are based out 

of North Andover MA, and their professional staff are considered to be 

experts in their field.  
Rob Scotton recently joined the 

Assessors office  

Public Health Nurses 
The Public Health Nurses’ Office wants to welcome Jeanine Murphy, RN to our 

staff.  Jeanine comes to us with many years of home care experience.  She is already 

assisting in building the census for our home care residents.  If you see her, please 

congratulate her on just achieving her BS in Healthy Communities! 

 

May is Stroke Awareness Month.  The nurses remind everyone to watch for the signs 

and symptoms of Stroke as listed below.

             Signs of Stroke 

According to the World Health Organization and other stroke experts, stroke is responsible for over 6 million 

deaths globally each year, claiming a life every 10 seconds. A stroke cuts off blood flow to the brain, depriving 

brain cells of oxygen and nutrients.  

If someone is having a stroke, urgent medical treatment is crucial to prevent further injury to the brain or even 

death. The acronym F.A.S.T. can help you remember the most common symptoms.  

• Face drooping. A stroke may cause numbness or weakness on one side of the face.  

• Arm weakness. A person may be unable to raise one or both arms.  

• Speech difficulty. A person may experience sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding.  

• Time. If a person has any of these symptoms, seek immediate medical assistance.  
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Information Technology  
 

Public Safety Network Infrastructure Study - Update:  

IT performed an initial hardware and storage requirement review of Public Safety’s Server Room with the intent 

to identify and replace the most critical aged and out of warranty servers with two new servers to provide fail 

over redundancy and scalability for future growth, well into the next decade. This upgrade will begin in Q4 FY’19 

and continue into Q1 FY ’20.  In addition we look to upgrade Exchange to a much later version. 

 

Billing Software for Wrentham Fire Department – Update: 

IT continues to work with the Fire department personnel and the vendor, Alliance, to install / test / train and 

move into production a new Ambulance billing system.  A PC has been configured (pending install) and a digital 

display status monitor has been installed in the Fire bay to provide updates to Fire personnel.  We expect the 

display to be in production prior to fiscal year and likely by end of May, 2019. 

 

Town Hall Exchange upgrade: 

The Exchange server has been upgraded to Exchange 2016 and will accommodate the Town Hall for the next 

half-decade when Exchange will be upgraded to the then latest version.  The DPW Exchange migration will be 

completed in Q4, FY’19. 

 

Hardware Asset refresh (desktop, laptop, peripherals) – ongoing: 

IT continues to replace aged, out-of-date, out-of-warranty, desktop, laptops and peripherals at Town Hall, Public 

Safety, Building Department, DPW and COA based on a 5-year rotation schedule. Equipment taken out of pro-

duction is either redeployed where possible based on actual computing demand, otherwise the hard drive is re-

moved or scrubbed clean to industry standards before donating or recycling. 

 

Digital Signage at Town Hall & Beyond – Update: 

Recently, IT placed a monitor at each of the Town Hall’s entrances displaying the Town Hall’s Directory in an 

effort to continue to improve resident communication.  IT and the TA’s Office is working with a digital signage 

vendor to enhance the content to include key department information and dynamic information that is presently 

visible on the Town’s website.  IT and the TA’s Office expects to have this information displayed in production in 

May, 2019.  Other locations may follow. 

 

Fiske Library infrastructure upgrades: 

Fiske library is slated by end of FY‘19 to receive a new state-of-the-art network switch to replace its aged, out of 

date and warranty, switch that will serve the Library’s public workstations well into the next decade. 

 

    Planning and Community Development 

 
Director of Planning and Community Development, Rachel Benson, (pictured left) 
attended a ceremony at the Ellis Factory in Haverhill on May 9th where she 
accepted the Housing Choice Community Designation award for the Town of 
Wrentham. Governor Charlie Baker, Acting Undersecretary of Housing and 
Community Development Jennifer Maddox and Housing Choice Program Director 
Chris Kluchman also attended the ceremony. Wrentham earned the designation 
because of it’s 12.6 percent affordable housing rate and five percent housing 
growth over the last five years. The state encourages cities and towns to have at 
least 10 percent of their housing stock qualify as affordable housing. 
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Marina Malamud - (pictured 
above) Payroll Specialist in the 
Accounting office, has success-
fully completed the MMA-
Suffolk University course  
MMA-SUFFOLK MUNICIPAL 
FINANCE MANAGEMENT 
SEMINAR. The five week 
course was designed to provide 
an overview of municipal      
finance in Massachusetts,    
including budgeting, financial 
reporting, treasury functions, 
property assessment and   
costing out contracts.          
Way to go Marina! 

 
Donna Fay-Baptista – resigned 
from her position as Principal 
Clerk/Assistant Collector.  Her 
last day of employment is 
05/31/2019. Donna has been 
with Wrentham for 7 years, and 
is moving to a new position in 
the Collector’s office of South 
Kingstown, RI  
 
Mary Montione has resigned 
from her Senior Clerk position 
in the Collector’s office and has 
accepted a job as a Bookkeep-
er in the Attleboro Retirement  
Office. 

Finance Department Wrentham Public Schools  
Superintendent Cameron's Office 

 
WPS Memorial Day Ceremony
The annual Memorial Day Ceremony will take place on Friday, 
May 24

th
, at 9:00 am in the Delaney School courtyard (by the bus 

loop). All town employees are invited. We will discuss the 
meaning of Memorial Day and listen to students read poems and 
sing patriotic songs. It is a wonderful Wrentham tradition and I 
hope you will join us. Veterans, I send a special invitation to you 
and hope you will be there with military medals and ribbons. 

Norfolk County Teachers Association Awards 
The Norfolk County Teachers Association (NCTA) is one of the 
oldest education professional groups in the country. NCTA 
honors a teacher and a paraprofessional from member school 
districts each year. People are nominated by their colleagues and 
selected from among many deserving candidates. I am pleased 
to announce the winners of the 2019 NCTA Awards for 
Wrentham are 1

st
 grade teacher Kelly Foxx and special education 

paraprofessional Carol McCarthy. Kelly and Carol are excellent 
teachers and colleagues. They represent the best of Wrentham 
Public Schools.  
 
Retirements   
Wrentham Public Schools is celebrating the careers of seven of 
our colleagues who are retiring at the end of the school year. Val 
Lorusso worked in Wrentham for 28 years. She served as a 
paraprofessional and worked with students at Delaney School 
and Roderick School. Lu McNeal taught 1

st
 grade in Wrentham 

for 34 years. She helped generations of students learn to read, 
write, do math, and make friends. Liz Riccio also helped our 
students in 1

st
 grade learn important skills. Liz worked in 

Wrentham for 22 years as a 1
st
 grade teacher and literacy 

specialist. Marie Garozzo is retiring after 31 years of service in 
Wrentham. She worked as a speech/language pathologist and 
helped many students improve how they communicate. Margo 
Quaglia is also a speech/language pathologist. She is 
retiring at 33 years of teaching, 25 of which were in Wrentham. 
Cindy Fuller taught 1

st
 and 2

nd
 grade in Wrentham for 35 years. 

She also served as a leader of the Wrentham Teachers’ 
Association and Faculty Senate President. John Ribeiro is retiring 
after 35 years of teaching, 7 of which were in Wrentham. He 
helped many students understand the finer points of math.  
 
School Choice 
The School Committee voted unanimously to not become a 
school choice district due to the possible implication to class 
sizes. They will consider the issue again next year for the 2019-
2020 school year.  
 
Parent Safety Meeting 
Wrentham Police Sergeant Dan Morris and I facilitated a 
conversation with community members about school safety. We 
reviewed how we promote a positive culture and prevent and 
respond to bullying, our emergency response drills, how we 
secure the buildings, and answered questions.  
 

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/uniform-wear-by-retirees-and-veterans-3356968
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Senior Center 

 

Please join us in welcoming Linda Plympton to our staff here at the Wrentham 

Senior Center!  Linda (pictured right)  joined us on February 4 as our new 

Administrative Assistant at the front reception desk.  Be sure to stop in and say 

hello to Linda, she has become a valuable part of the Senior Center team. 

 
We celebrated our 20

th
 anniversary here at the Senior Center on Friday, 

April 26.  We had a wonderful turnout with State Representative Shawn 

Dooley as well as Selectmen Joe Botaish and Steve Langley  in 

attendance.  Highlighted were all the different events and programs the 

Senior Center provides, not only for Wrentham seniors but for the 

community as a whole.  It turned out to be a great day! 

Fiske Library 

Yoga --A new session will begin on May 1 and continue May 8, 15, 22, June 5 and 12 with a Makeup session 
on Saturday June 15.  Sign-up up by calling 508-384-5440 or at the front desk. The cost is $48 and is due at 
signup. 
 
Documentary film will be Tues. May 21 at 7PM. And Foreign Wed. May 29 at 7PM.   
 
Evening Book Group Next Meeting: Thursday May 30  TIME : 7:00-8:30 
Book : Code Girls : The Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers of World War II by Liza Mundy. 
Sign-up sheet is at the circulation desk.  
  
Southwick Zoo Tickets:  The zoo has reopened for the season!  The tickets purchased through the Library are 
now $18.00. Admission price at the Zoo is $28 for Adults, Children 3-12 $24 (2 years and under FREE), Sen-
iors $22, so the Library tickets are a great deal! 

 
Learn to play the Ukelele! Saturday June 1

st
 -- 10:30am  (Open to tweens, teens and adults) 

Join Julie Stepanek as she shows the fundamentals of ukulele playing. You'll learn how to tune, strum and 
read chords. After a short lesson, you'll be able to play some fun and easy songs. No experience necessary.  
Bring your own ukulele or borrow one of hers (first 24 people to sign-up) Registration is required.   
Sign up at the circulation desk or call 508-384-5440.   Program is free but canned-good donations will be  ac-
cepted for the Wrentham Food Pantry.  This program is supported with a grant from the Sweatt Fund.   
 

Board of Health 

 
The Board of Health will hold its annual Mosquito and Tick 
Presentation on June 10, 2019 at 6:30pm in the 2nd Floor 
Conference Room at Town Hall. The presentation is done 
by Kaitlyn O’Donnell, Entomologist with Norfolk County 
Mosquito Control and Dr. Brian Kelly, Vice President of 
Medical Affairs at Sturdy Memorial Hospital. Please join  
us to learn more about these summer pests, the diseases 
they cause and how to prevent them. 


